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enterprize than Mosul; for the Sheikh Birader Effendi had
previously tried his fortune there. He had the prescience
to allow three days for the job; but when the boots were
demanded on the morning of the fourth day they had not
even lost their nails. Friday (it was explained) had been
the Mohammedan Sabbath, and Saturday the Jewish, and
Sunday the Christian; and no doubt a Bank Holiday on
Monday was only averted by the fact of the boots being
prematurely reclaimed.*
The second incident at Akra was of a still more farcical
character. A Kurd had come in from the mountains in
order to purchase a mule, and after a good deal of chaffering
had traded off a pistol in exchange. The seller had promptly
proceeded to test the purchase money by the rather drastic
method of firing a bullet through his leg; and, on the
accident being reported to us, we had deemed it our duty
to go and volunteer " first aid/' The patient, however, was
quite content with his own remedies, and not at all anxious
to experiment in new-fangled treatment a la Franga. He
was plugging the hole himself with a mixture of butter and
cow dung which he was poking in with a stick! Probably
this dressing possesses some kind of antiseptic qualities;
for it is much favoured in the mountains, and Somehow does
not seem to prevent the wounds healing. But perhaps the
cure results not by virtue, but in spite, of the remedy,
for with these tough-fibred mountaineers " first intention "
will hardly be denied.
* Tuesday, it may be added, is esteemed inauspicious by Christians,
because on that day Judas Iscariot made his covenant with the chief
priests. Wednesday is the Yezidi Sabbath; but apparently anyone
may work on Thursday. Thursday will probably be early closing day
when reform is inaugurated in the land.